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attempt to seize them in time of peace. A sudden
and unexpected flood of the Loire saved from their
pursuers the little band of women and children who
escorted by barely I go men had traversed the breadth
of hostile France to gain the sheltering walls of La
Rochelle.

Early in the next year (1569) the Prince and the
Admiral were marching towards the upper Loire to
effect a junction with the Protestants of Languedoc,
when want of discipline brought on an engagement
between the vanguard led by Coligny, and the Cath-
olic army under the command of the Duke of Anjou.
Conde, hearing that the Admiral was attacked by
overwhelming numbers, galloped to his assistance at
the head of his staff and escort. As he was about to
charge, a kick from the horse of his brother-in-law,
the Count of La Rochefoucauld, broke his leg. The
bone protruded through his jack-boot, but he refused
to leave the saddle, and, as he gathered his little
troop around him, exclaimed: " Nobles of France,
this is the moment we have longed for ; remember in
what state Lewis of Bourbon charges for Christ and
his country."

The onslaught of the Prince and his guard broke
through the Catholic ranks, but overwhelmed by
numbers he was at length borne from his horse. He
was unable to rise and had surrendered to a gentle-
man whom he knew, when the Captain of the Guards
of the Duke of Anjou came up and shot him from
behind, by the command of his master, as was gen-
erally believed.

The Battle of Jarnac, so this engagement was called,